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Early history reviewed 


About 1850 the Rogue 
River Indians, a well-scattered 
superior tribe, were roughly 
estimated at 600. They were 
under four chiefs and three 
principal sub-chiefs namely: “Old 
John,” head of the Applegate 
river band; “Joe” also called “Yo” 
ad “Ive,” the peace chief; and 
“Sam” the war chief, heads of 
the larger bands who had their 
camps in the valley center and 
between the Table Rocks; and 
“Limpy,” head of the Lower 
Applegate and Illinois valley 
band. Those four were thought to 
be brothers. 

Sub-chiefs “Jim,” head of 
the Big Butte Creek band, and 
“Jake” head of the Little Butte 
creek band, were thought to be 
their cousins.Another _ tribal 
branch, under “Tyee Tipsu,” 
lived in the Siskiyou range and 


between Bear creek and the~ 


Applegate river. To the south, 
north and east, their neighbors 
with whom they _ bartered, 
counciled and sometimes 
warred, were the Shastas,the 
Umpquas and the Klamaths and 
Modocs. 

The Rogue Rivers lived 
near the streams. Their homes 
were wigwams, conical and 
inverted bowl-shaped, over a 
circular hole from two to five feet 
deep and of varied width, around 
which poles driven in the ground 
served as rafters and were 
covered with animal skins in 
winter, grass and tule-matting, 
ferns and sometimes brush in 
summer. 

The men were expert 
hunters and fisherman living in a 
region that abounded with bear, 
elk, deer, antelope, cougar, 
which they snared or shot with 
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bow and arrow. The streams 
were full of salmon and trout, 
which they caught by twigdam, 
gigs and nets or speared by 
torchlight. 

They made canoes by 
hollowing out trees. They made 
rock mortars and pestles, jasper 
and agate knives and 
implements and traded for 
obsidian (natural glass) among 
their neighbors to the east. Most 
of their activities were pursuit of 
food or their enemies. They held 
secret councils and firs and were 
brave and steadily pursuant in 
war-fare. The skin of the albino 
deer and the scalp of the red- 


headed woodpecker were 
among their most _ prized 
possessions. 

The women gathered 


roots, berries and seeds in this 
valley which abundantly 
produced acorn, camas, epua, 
wocus, arious grass seeds, 


..huckleberries,.__._blackberries, 


raspberries, elder berries etc. 
They wove grass, tule and willow 
baskets and mats. They made 
the clothing, cooked and 
prepared the foods, dried and 
smoked meats and fish, tended 
the camps, gathered firewood 
and cared for the children. 

White Man Comes 

From 1849 to 1854 a 
great and rapid change took 
place in Rogue river valley. The 
Indian's primitive wilderness and 
hunting grounds became the 


white men’s stamping grounds, ° 


the middle and eastern parts of 
the United States. 

At first there were many 
encounters between the whites 
and Indians, and retaliations 
were carried out by both sides. 
Then, as these affairs increased, 
volunteer armies were organized 
among the whites. Lindsay 
Applegate organized the first 
emigrant-caravan guard of 42 
men, armed, mounted and 
equipped. Later, when open 
warfare began the establishment 
of fortified camps and armies 
became necessary. 

The Rogue War began in 
May 1851 and the battles lasted 
until the peace treaty was signed 
September 1854 

Fort Lane 

Fort Lane was a log 
stockade enclosing quite a 
spacious area in which there 
was a parade ground, barracks 
for private soldiers, houses for 
officers, an armory, a hospital 
and other necessary buildings. 
In 1852, William Hughes erected 
a small sawmill using water 
poser to saw the lumber for Fort 
Lane, for which he received 
$125 per thousand feet.For Lane 
continued to be military 
headquarters of the forces in this 
region for three years and at the 
end of the last Indian war was 
abandoned. 


nearly over night. .A roadway for | = 


hundreds of emigrant caravans, 
a gold rush stampeded ground, 


mushroomed settlements and fa 


towns and a_ scramble for 
donation claims. 

All these rapid changes 
met with brusque Indian. The old 
story of white man’s conquest 
and Indian subjection was 
reenacted here as it had been in 


~~ Telex 


Weim, Sas 


Story taken from papers by 
Venita Daley 


THIS OLD HOUSE PROJECT 


We need donations in order to Butte Creek Mill 


Update 
Our funding needs to move the 
old house are $20,410. 
We wrote for several grants, but 
money is tight and competition 
fierce. We are hoping one or two 
will come through. 
Calendar sales: $1151 


move this old historic house. 
Please send you tax deductable 
donations to Eagle’ Point 
Historical Museum 

P. O. Box 201, Eagle Point, OR 
97524 

In-Kind Services from the 


FreeStyle Graphics 

Ken’s Glass & Screen 

Moozies Cafe 

Ed’s Oasis 

Old Center Cafe 

Supplies and material 

Lynnea Helgedalen, FreeStyle 


Graphics 

Quality Fence 

William Ettinger 

Nancy & Jack Fox Frame 
Factory 

Special Thanks to Wally West 
who took the time to take 
donation cards to his many 
friends and business associates. 


following businesses: 
Rick’s Great Way Market 


Valley Feed 

Creative Cuts 

Millard’s Hardware 
Serendipity 

Heaven Scent Flowers 
Sensational Sweets 


Personal Donations: $1165. 
Jack Davis 

Southern Oregon Sanitation 
Main Antique Mall 

Eagle Point Mini-Storage 
Eagle Point Rock Quary 
Eagle Point West Industrial 
Building 

Bill & Alma Spicer 

Dale & Joyce Terry 

Jean Lusk 

Pat Schaffer 

Don & Jane Gipson 

Ben & Fran Foley 

Grange Co-Op 

Helen Brophy 

Cindy Cannon 

Bob Walsh 

Wm & Virginia Ruffin 

P.K. Manufacturing 

Wally West 

Gene A & Beverly J De LaZerda 
Don Maddox 

Barr Dental Supply 


Wood” house photo by Barbara 


Hegne 
=> 


We are hoping to move the house next to the museum between the museum and the 
Butte Creek Mill. We need to move the house this summer when the ground is dry. Plans are 
to bring it through the back way down Reese Creek Road and avoid as many power lines as 
possible. 

Everyone who has had an eye on this old house the last few years will agree it really 
can’t last much longer. Please help us get it to a new home. For further information call the 


museum 826-4166 
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Photos From Our Collection 


‘Top left: Sorgum Mill on the 
Rogue River near Shady Cove. 
Right: Opening day Crater Lake. 
|April 23, 1933. Snow 20 feet deep 
jat the Government Camp and 
‘Lodge 


Emigrant Lake Speed Boat Races June 21, 
1931 


| 
| 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY GIFT 
SHOP 


Stop by and see our complete gift shop. We 
carry books, magnets, post cards and several hand- 
made items for sale. Local author Patricia White has 
two new reading items out: her latest book “P.S. I’ve 
Taken A Lover” and a cassette story “The Seventy 
Ninth Prince” hosted by a live cast of characters. 

We also have on hand T-shirts with a special 
original Little Butte Creek design by Lynn Helgedalen 
owner of FreeStyle Graphs. 

In addition, we have a few “Covered bridge” 
sweats, cups and T’s we are selling for the Business 
Association. 

Check out James C. Martins hand-crafted 
original wooden plates and wall hangings. All 
carefully cut with a scroll saw. His work is excellent. 

We still have a few of our “Wood House” 
calendars. It features historic buildings still standing 
in Eagle Point and a brief story about them. 

Barbara Hegne’s local history books are for 
sale in our gift shop as is Gorden Walkers books and 
Floyd Craigs “Mustang, Fury over Europe”. We also 
have a large bird house that is an exact replica of the 
old “Wood House. You have to see this to believe it. 


James C. Martin’s beautiful hand-made 


wooden items. On Sale NOW. 


Eagle Point flood January 1997 at the Antelope 
Covered Bridge. 


A new video on the moving of the old Antelope Covered Bridge to Eagle Point has 
been completed and is being shown on PBS Channel 9. It is a four minute filler 
that is shown at the end of programs to hlep keep scheduling on time. 
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New Board Member Appointed 

Doug McKinnley has been appointed 
to serve on the Eagle Point Historical 
Society board of directors. 

Doug has lived in Eagle Point 19 
years. He has a wife and two children. Doug 
was elected last year to serve on the Eagle 
Point school board and he still holds that 
position. 

His hobby is prospecting for gold. He 
uses a metal detector and dredge and he 
has a claim near Gold Hill. He says that 
although one of his buddies has found some 
valuable coins, he is still looking for them. 

We all welcome Doug to the society. 

Board member, Ken Beebe, resigned 
because of health reasons. We want to 
thank him for all his help to our organization. 
In addition, our deep appreciation for the 
donation of his extensive railroad collection. 


, Virginia 


Budget Problems 

The county is in the process of cutting the 
Historical Budget by 27 1/2 percent. This will greatly 
affect our services and operation. We have already 
cut back and you will receive your newsletter 
quarterly instead of every other month. 

We may also be forced to open less hours 
this summer. If you are planning a trip to Eagle Point 
and would like to see the museum be sure to call. If 
it is not a special scheduled day, we will gladly open 
for you with sufficient notice. 


April Program Set 


April to mid-May we will feature the exhibit 
and program: “Archeology of the Upper Rogue”. 

This program is being presented in 
conjunction with the BLM. A special slide show is 
also featured Other historical sites that have 
presented the program report that it has been very 
well received by their communities. Watch for 
further details in the Upper Rogue Independent. 


: Committees 
listorica S ia Cutler 


“Do : Reynolds 
ny Dawson 


News Around the Museum 
Donations 

Kurt Berger donated his MIA- & . 

POW collection. It included bumper een 
stickers, bracelets, pamphlets, posters, fies <e 
match books, record et. We are happy ! 
to have this addition to our military e 
section. " co fT 
Valarie Bronkurst donated five large pasa 

wall pictures of the pioneer Mathews, - oe 
Conover and Geary families. an. Ai 
Pech case and family items were ~~ 
brought in by Jack Pech and donated } ps e4 
in honor of the family. 


New Historical marker 

A marker has been placed in the 
museums’ front flower garden. This i 
marker is the result of a successful | ze == 
grant written by Barbara Hegne to 
Trust Management Services. 

It is wonderful to have New Military Donation by 
organizations who help with these Kurt Berger. 
worthy causes, otherwise with a tight ~ nog 
budget they wouldn’t get done. 

‘The bronze marker reads: 
Dedicated to John Mathews, pioneer of 
1853, named Eagle Point for the 
Eagles that nested on the bluffs near 
his home 1 mile N.E. on Brownsboro 
Rd. Courtesy Eagle Point Historical 
Society 

The Seven Feathers Foundation 
has also honored our grant and we are 
still in the process of purchasing 
camera and video equipment. We will 
have an update in our next newsletter. 


Don and Carol Reynolds 
donated the United States coin map 
where the new “states” coins fit into 
slots in the appropriate state. This is a 
great educational display that will be 
continuing until 2008 


Oops 
Last issue mentioned Mattie Brown's 
owl died and was stuffed. It should 
have been the Ashpole family. Sorry 
for the error. Historical Marker Pg #7 


Board. of Directors of the Eagle Point 


Membership: 
Users Lynn Helgedalen,. President 
STENT Wayne Jackson, Vice-President 
Husband & Wife $12.50 Pies BOSE: St peasurer : 
Business $10 ae : ~~ Secretary — 
Lifeti 250 Fall-winter Hours peeeentnone 
ges Tues Wed. Thurs & Fri.12 |Amy Dawson, Board 


Noon to 4pm Rick Chamberlain, Board - 
Saturday 10 AM to 4pm. 
Closed Sun. & Mon. 
Museum 826-4166 
Call for summer hours. 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Barbaia Hegiie: Chief Administrative 
Officer - 2 
Part Time Museum Assistants: 
NMelva Smith, Tina’ Realpaten & 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 
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